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Teens travel to D.C. for inauguration

BY ERIM WILTGEM
DS
CHAFEL HIL — Ewen the
small side street in Wash-
ingten, D.C., teemed with
people. But as Hans Lie-
Nielsen topped the rise

and  took ndgh: af  the
‘Mational Mall, the presi-
dential

m.lu.q:n.rqnnn
erowds stopped him in
his tracks.
at & in the morn-
ing it was just people as
far as you could see”
the  1f-ymarald  Chapel
Hill resident said. “I
the idea in my head thar
there would be millions
of people. But to sctually
s millinng of people was
just mind-blawing.”
Lie=Nielsen traveled
e the TIE E-pwul. early
Monday momming  with
other members of Emer
som 'Waldorf School’s ju-
nior class, accompanied
by their history teacher,
Nancy Balasubramanian,
a.n-d four other chaper-

Tlm group braved frig-
id weather to witness the
swearing-in of the na-
tion's 44th president Tues-
diay. Despite the cnl.d. I'Iu:
teenagers found
selves swept up in :he ex-
citement of the moment
as then President-elect
Barrack (bama walled
omio the platform.

Tt was great because
you looked arcund, and
every single [sce was
emnrinnsl and exelted.”
said Corey Jolly, 16, af
Mebane. “That was the
reason we had been wait-
ing in the cold for six
howrs.”

Jolly said the people
filling the Mall screamed,
slnpped snd waved ey
American  flags.  Lie-
Miglsem, one of the taller
boys in the bunch, stood
on 8 fence to look out
ower the crowd

“There wers just people
Jjumping up and down ms
tar as you could see,” he
saidl.  “Vou couldnt hear
hecause of the cheering.”

Balasubramanian - sald
the minute poople bogan
enfering the platform and
the students could see
the screen. the energy in-
creased.

"The excitement was

“Over and over
again | was
thinking, “This
is ;nlnﬁ:'ﬂ gﬂ

I"I'I'I sn-hlp
be a part lt.

Hans Lie Mielsen
Wih-grader at Emerson ¥éaldorf
School

were jost spallbound, in-
cloding the studenis."™

The smotbon of
insuguration = certainly
seemed o take hold of
the veens. Jolly said thar
by the time Obama was
sworn inte office, tears
were streaming down her
Tace.

“T"ve turned inte such &
cynical person in 16 years
wlberat

Chwe

e
our coantry,” she said, "It
was this moment when it
was like it doesa't have to
be that way, It just gave
me that nnocence amd
hope back."

For Gracme Durovi
17, of Chapel Hill, the
moment of truth came at
the end of the ceremony
dnrhu the singing of the

“I waa just ﬂJIud burss-
ing with joy," she said,
*1 couldn't beliewe that
I was there te seo it all
happen. That was the first
time in a wery long time
that it felt good 1o me to
be an American ™

Ealasubramanian no-
ticed how the ceremony
touched her students. She
5810 They Already koew
bow important the event

I'-B.B.
“1 think that they un-
dnratnodﬂmmmnum:w

dian Hag” and ‘Lock, the
BEC is here’ and Took,
there's someone wearing
semething that indicates
they're Ffrom Balivia,™
Balasubramaninn  said.
“This was a way of really
feeling the energr not
Junt vl Uwsic e claza v
wmuu themselves"

of this ender-
alm‘ud.inl stems from the
intense interest im poli-
tics the class has shown
in the last two years.
Last year in their current
evenis class, i sTudents

Buome  sislenis, el
ing Jolly, volunteered on
(¥bama's Many

of the ra attended
nﬂﬂ%ﬂnm
of Sen. John M 's, to

“They are
iﬂtmlllbd cla I

had, B
said. “I'd npever really
felt compelled to go to
an inauguration until this
one. That was a cambina-
tinn of Yhama being the
figure that he is and this
class being as committed
am they haine hean ™

And ber students ap-
precinte her efforts o

get them to Washington.
D‘u‘:wnch, whoe had ai-
tended a few rallies and
speeches when Obama
came to T I Hill, said
shas falt thrilled at the op-
partunity  to experience

the culmination of the po- -

litical axpesience.

“1 just really wanied
to go and feel the energy
arcund me,"” she said. "lf
m:'g-lhlr Id've
pro woal wnmn
a better view of what was
happening., but just to be
Urmre was momesing.™

physical pres-
ence at such an historical
event seemed to make a
huge | on the
TR EETS.

“Over and over again 1
was thinking, “This i= go-
Ing o g0 down in history,”
Lie-Mielsen said. “I'm so
banpr to be a part of ™

In one sense expe-
rience became & legacy.
Tire teems realized Chey
were living & -

in class
“There's mof many
events that wyou know
are history while you're
in it~ Jol-
1 1 5

AW
'm actually here.” Im 50
years we can go tell our
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren we were
there.™

The awe-inspiring na-
tire of the dayr hasn't Ful-
1y sunk in yet, Jolly said.
But BEal i

MOVE
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mew addiron.

The transition from
cramped offices, where
some employees share
offices or have their
desks In hallways or
closet-sized rooms, to
the new gspace is dra-
matic.

In the new addition,
which has three stories,
many of the clerks will
have their own offices
with windows. Their of-
fices, cubicles and files
will he hehimd a counter,
and access will be very
limiitexd

or ask a question.

“We're trylng o keeg
things quiet so the girls
can work without inter
ruptions because right
mow there's a lot of in-
terruptions,” Dees said,
| The Hles also will be
MOre SECUTE,

Seanford told & ssory of
a clerk in another county
noticing that a paralegal
fromm a law firm had fles
from the Orange County
Courthouse in his open
briefcase. The clerk
saized the Oles amd re-
tirned them o Orange
County, amd the para-
legal recsived a sterm
lecture about removing
files from the court-
houss, Stanford asid.

At least once, a de-
fiemdant whn was in the
courthouse for a crimi-
nal case stole a clerk's
wallet, rushed to the
mall and nsed the credit
cards o make
ha!'nmu;cl-er avm}jr&
alized what ha

In tha prmsdd_i
there will be Incked

windows reaching” two
alories high. The after
acan sun lights up the
space, makmg some of
the marble tiles glisten.
An elevator and aieps
lead wp to the third foor,
where there are several
courirsoms. That aren
was still closed Wednes-

dany,

Umimwth:h.a clerk’s
wlllew, wvm the groumsd
Boor, will be the sher
iff"s mew office. That of
fee is expected to make
its mave from across the
parking lot at the end of
& manth,

a quick

Kempa gave
touT ul‘pﬁn firat-Boor of-
fces that the clerks will
OGP

"This is one of the best
parts,” Kempa said as
she opened the door to
the women's restroom
“Tt's ndee new bathrooms
that are clean inatead of
smelly and dirty.™

With limited scoess to
the files, both civil and
criminal, there likely
willl lme s issues Ll
vrl.ll need to be worked

UndB:r the cuarrent
system, attorneys could
g back in the wvaults
and find & fle for them-

clerk retrleve a file for
Chieqs now.,

Stanford  estimates
that the clerk’s mew
space will be twice the
square footage of what
they have now, whish io
sproad out on twe Aoors
in the courthouse and. in
anpther building aboat
twa blocks away. e

On Monday, new
niture s scheduled o
arrive. Stanford bopes
tos have his clerks moved
and working in the mew
ares hy Feh 7 The ss.
Mﬂ division, whichis

ted up the strest,

daors,
and panic a]arma.
Dutelde thelr offices

= & phlic areliem with

diid

will tmke a coupls M
maonths to move into the
new speace, he sadd.

the nir

=akd she thinks the event
lived u tnmrrthinzlh:
Eroup hoped for.

“You know you m this
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nﬂﬂﬂtﬂ:ﬂt & of this
 country, ¥ were
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