Emerson Waldorf School Parent Organization

Minutes

October 3, 2007

Attendees: Merideth Tomlinson, Barbara Holloway, Mary Deutsch, Monica Najmabadi, Natasha Vinas, Stacey Qandil, Mary Lou Bethune, Tia Hall, Karl Pfister, Venus Stafford, Nice Polido, Nancy Moore, Susan Hart, Tara Furze, Mark Hulbert, Kim D’Angelo, Lauren Nyland, Justine Way, Virginia Callaghan, Karen Durovich, Claire Viadro, Eve Olive, Robin Verhoeven

Approval of Minutes


September minutes were approved and will be posted on the EWS website.

Reports 
The Development Team

The Development Team announced there would be an Annual Fund Kickoff event on Thursday, October 4th behind the Woodland Shop at 12:30 for the nursery and kindergarten and 2:15 for the rest of the grades.  The Hearts Committee will serve cake and lemonade.  The annual fund goal is set for $85,000.  It is a tight budget year and these funds are considered essential.  The Development Team is promoting a culture of giving and would like 100% participation this year.  The PO is considering a matching gift.  Pledge forms will be in the office.

Treasurer’s Report

The 2007-08 PO Budget was presented by Mary Deutsch, the treasurer, and approved.  The budget includes $9000 of total income and $6,550 in expenses, leaving $2,450 of unallocated funds.  These figures do no include MayFaire and SCRIP.

Mary Deutsch gave the PO Treasurer’s Report for the month.  The account balance was $10,831.39.  Of that amount $649.43 are available funds.

Heads

The Joseph Chilton Pearce Lecture in Benson will be on October 19th and 20th.  This workshop is almost full.  Rick Spalding will give a lecture on Ralph Waldo Emerson on October 26th.  George Buehler wrote an article on Ralph Waldo Emerson that will appear in an upcoming issue of the Emersonian.  Waldorf Education Day will be held on November 17th.  John Cunningham will give a lecture on Compassionate Communication in March.  He will give a Friday evening lecture and workshop.  Rachel Larsen, chair of the Heads Committee, is requesting topics of interest for written mini lectures that will appear in the Emersonian.  Contact Rachel if you have a topic of interest or if you would like to submit an article.  A suggestion was made to include book reviews or the reprint of articles with permission in the Emersonian.

Hearts

The Hearts committee warmly invited all who were interested to a Tea on October 16th at 9 am at the home of Merideth Tomlinson to share ideas and have a brainstorming session. 

Venus Stafford, representing the Hearts committee, reported that they will be providing cake and lemonade for the Annual Fund Kickoff Event.  They will also be providing food for the PO and Development Team’s Halloween Costume Bash.  The theme will be Dia De Los Muertos.  Food planning and prep will be needed for the party.  Hearts will also be supporting the Early Childhood Conference held here on November 2nd and 3rd by providing food for the conference attendees.  Bakers are also needed for Waldorf Education day and the EWS Open Houses.

Hands

Barbara Holloway’s Friday morning gardening sessions have been a great success.  The music has much to do with the wonderful turnout by making it fun and festive.   Barbara announced that if anyone is interested in gardening but can’t make the Friday morning sessions they can adopt an already existing bed and tend it on a regular basis whenever it works best for them.  A family, a group of families, or as a class, can adopt a bed.  

SCRIP

Since July 1st $1700 has been made through SCRIP.   SCRIP has total assets of approximately $20,000, which includes unsold inventory, current orders owed, and the $1700 in profits so far.  These funds will be used to pay for the playground equipment and community shelter.  The SCRIP committee is looking for parents who are interested in helping with promotion, including writing ads for the Emersonian and distributing flyers as well as manning tables as a convenient way to make SCRIP available.  It was discussed that PO representative parents should be assigned to promote SCRIP and to attend the PO meetings.  The PO vice president will look into this issue.    Tara Furze is also interested in talking with parents who don’t use SCRIP to gain insight on how to improve this fundraiser.

Announcements

 * The PO will be sponsoring the New Parent Forum.  Heading this up will be Robin Verhoeven. Board, College and Admin representation will be there to listen and answer any questions.

*Class photos (a PO fundraiser) will be taken October 23rd and 24th.  Family photos will be taken Oct 27th.   There will be new expanded offers with this photographer.  Contact is Stacey Qandil at sophiesbearfeet@gmail.com

* There is a WEANC meeting on Nov 6th at 6:45.  All are invited to attend. Voting for parent rep will take place that night.

* The Middle school is having their last home Cross Country Meet on Oct 17th at 4pm.  Please come out to support them.

* There is a Fourfold Path to Healing Conference on Feb 29th, Mar 1st and 2nd in Durham.  Contact Claire Viadro 967-8215.

